
Page | 1  
 

 

MSSNY Group Membership Report Executive Brief 

MSSNY’s Membership Committee has been charged with conducting a comprehensive review of organizational 

membership. This includes reviewing its origin, surveying MSSNY’s volunteer leadership and gaining insight into 

what other state medical societies are doing. This executive brief summarizes the findings in the actual report. 

History 
Currently, there are two types of organizational membership, Group and Institutional. 
 

Group Membership  
In 1999, the MSSNY Council approved a group practice membership model that would bring in groups of 
physicians to increase membership while providing cost savings to both MSSNY and the counties, as payment 
would be made from one central source. Administrative savings would be passed on to the group, thus lowering 
their per physician cost. Although this process is called group membership, it is really group billing. The individual 
physician is the member, not the organization.  
 
Institutional Membership 
In 2011, a medical staff membership model was created where the institution’s medical staff joins as a unit with dues 
payments coming directly from the medical staff. The individual physicians are the members and not the institution.  
 
Dues Calculations for Groups 
For a group it is a multi-step process: rosters must be obtained and reviewed, base dues calculated, county 
discounts applied to the various county dues, proposed dues amounts sent to counties, and discounts approved at 
county board meetings. This can take months, and, in the meantime, the prospective member may lose interest. 
 
Dues Calculations for Institutional Memberships 
Establishing a dues rate for an institution has been more complex and more subjective. The discount had been 
based on the number of new members that would be acquired. As a result of this approach, discount rates have 
varied from one institution to another. Large medical staffs with few current members at the start have been 
offered more significant discounts than those small medical staffs with a higher number of current members at 
the time the calculation is made. 
 

Current Group and Institution Dues Calculation  
Payment Formula 
This payment formula, based solely on the number of physicians, is currently used for both groups and 
institutions. The number of existing members in a group or institution is not factored into this calculation. 
 

 Group Members Dues Rate 

First 9 members  100% 

Members 10-19 80% 

Members 20-49 70% 

Members 50 and above 50% 
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Requirements for group and institution memberships  

• 100% of the group or institution’s physicians must participate. 

• Single source for billing and payment. 

• Three-year commitment. 

• Negotiated arrangements must be agreed to by the county society and MSSNY. (not all counties participate in 
group or institution member discounts) 

• Other dues discounts (e.g., young physician or first or second year in practice) do not apply.  
 

Survey of Volunteer Leaders 
 
A survey was sent to all volunteer leaders of MSSNY asking them to share their opinions on organizational 
membership before the Membership Committee begins looking at its evolution and how it should continue to 
evolve so that there is transparency and equity while providing MSSNY with financial stability.  
 
Five hundred and five surveys were sent multiple times and 148 responses were received, a response rate of 
29.31%. 
 
These are some of the results: 

➢ 76% of respondents are aware of MSSNY’s organizational membership. 
➢ 22% of respondents are members under an organizational membership 
➢ When asked if there is a better way to calculate organizational membership, several alternate suggestions 

were made. 
➢ When asked how to make the dues calculation process shorter, overwhelmingly, respondents suggested 

standardizing dues across counties.  
 

For more complete results, see the actual report. 
 

Survey of Other State Medical Societies 

 
To understand if and how other state medical societies handle organizational membership, a survey with several 
reminders was sent to the fifty state medical societies/associations plus the District of Columbia. 38 responses 
were received which is a 76.47% response rate. 
 
These are some of the results: 

➢ 29 medical societies offer some type of organizational membership and 9 do not. 
➢ 22 offer a discount. The others offer group billing. 
➢ The types of discounts vary. 
➢ MSSNY offers a far greater discount than the other medical societies. 

➢ Not all county medical societies in other states charge dues. 
➢ There is no consistency in whether counties in other states offer discounts. 
➢ Most group dues are recalculated each year based on a roster. 
➢ Accepting organizational installment payments of dues is not typical. 

 
For more complete results, see the actual report. 
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