
July 25 - Aug. 23, 2022

Social Media Highlights:

This past month, key social media outreach has been done to promote advocacy 
issues, such as preventing medicare cuts, qualified reviewers for insurance claims 
and vetoing the wrongful death bill. We have also worked with our social media 
ambassadors to have them spread the word on these issues, creating toolkits and 
sample posts to share. 

Communications Report

The Preferred Wealth Manager for MSSNY Members
__________________________

Altfest Personal Wealth Management is honored that MSSNY has selected the firm as the preferred
wealth management provider for its members.

How we can help
Our comprehensive service is tailor-made to promote financial wellness and peace of mind, in both your 
personal and professional lives. We go beyond just investments to accommodate your unique financial
needs.

Your goals are our goals
Preparing for a secure retirement?
Paying down student debt while also saving for a home?
Looking to take advantage of every tax reduction opportunity?

We've got you covered. 

Our specialized advisory team has expertise in an array of planning areas specific to physicians, including
creditor protection, tax reduction, student debt management, investments and more. 

Your benefits
As a MSSNY member, your Altfest benefits include:

A complimentary consultation with an Altfest advisor
Educational content, videos and guides on timely financial topics
Invitations to educational events and webinars

Who we are
For over 35 years, Altfest has managed comprehensive financial and investment plans for physicians and
their families. We do not sell insurance or financial products, and as a fiduciary, we are committed to
putting our clients' best interests first – always.

Learn more at www.altfest.com/physicians or call (212) 406-0850 and ask for
Rob Lamb (rlamb@altfest.com) or Aron Lenkowsky (alenkowsky@altfest.com).

Altfest does not provide tax, legal, or accounting advice. You should discuss your individual circumstances with professionals in
those areas before making any decisions.

LA Fitness is your partner in wellness.

Visit The Medical Society of The State of New York 
employee website to enroll in a signature

membership.

Special discounted rate for The Medical
Society of The State of New York

We are now offering an exclusive LA Fitness sports 
club membership rate for you and your family!

Signature Membership
$49.99 per month with $0 initiation fee

Enroll online through the special LA Fitness website linked from your employee benefits page. Offer valid until 8/12/2020. Must pay initiation fee 
plus first and last month's dues to join and a recurring annual fee (“Annual Fee”) of $49.00 per year. Monthly dues must be paid by one account
and deducted by automatic transfer from checking, savings, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover card. Facilities may vary; extra 
charge for some amenities and leagues. Offer is not available in combination with other discounted rates. ©2019 Fitness International, LLC. All
rights reserved.

TYPICAL AMENITIES INCLUDE: state-of-the-art equipment /  free weights  /
basketball  /  racquetball+ /  leagues+ /  group fitness  / yoga  /  indoor cycling classes  /

swimming pool /  sauna  /  personal training+ /  kids klub (babysitting)+

+Amenity may be available at an extra charge.

Insurance

Banking / Financial

Legal

Lifestyle / Travel  / Entertainment

O�ce Discounts / Services

Social  Media 30 Day Overview 
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Posts table

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 23, 16:04

M Discover #prescription savings when you use your #NewYorkRxCard at your local pharmacy. Visit newy
orkrxcard.com for more information and to download your #FREE card today!

1 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 23, 15:25

M #Pfizer seeks OK of updated #COVID #vaccine #booster for fall http://ow.ly/ZsH250KqpZ9 #MSSNY 0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 23, 15:05

M #LifeExpectancy Plummets; Pot Use Hits All-Time High; #Monkeypox Now in Every State — Health news and
commentary from around the Web gathered by MedPage Today sta� http://ow.ly/3HOF50Kqo8x #MSSNY

0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 23, 12:36

M #Hochul: NY rolling back #COVID rules for #schools, expanding #monkeypox #vaccinations and monitoring #polio
cases http://ow.ly/jQoV30sqbyn

0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 18:02

M
Why urge Gov. Hochul to sign A.879/S.8113 requiring health insurers to have appropriately trained
reviewers? Because 42% of physicians surveyed frequently had pre-authorization or claim submission
from a physician not in the same specialty and 77% at least sometimes did. #TakeAction p2a.co/dkFr…

0 0 1

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 16:04

M #NoSurprisesAct dispute resolution rule published | Modern Healthcare http://ow.ly/hlaC30sq8CE #MSSNY 0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 15:17

M New #Ebola Case Suspected; #FDA Wants #Paxlovid Rebound Study; Beware Wendy's Lettuce? — Health news and
commentary from around the Web gathered by #MedPage Today sta� http://ow.ly/EMPn50KpoWO

0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 13:21

M #FDA authorizes #Novavax #Covid-19 vaccine for emergency use in ages 12-17 - CNN http://ow.ly/CkBH30sq8Co 0 0 0

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 12:02

M
Tell Congress to stop an 8.5% cut to Medicare physician payment. Show your support for seniors and their
#physicians #TakeAction http://ow.ly/Ki9Z50Ko9ue #MedicareNeedsDoctors #KeepOurPhysiciansinMedicare
#HandsO�Medicare #CancelMedicareCuts #MSSNYStrong

0 0 0
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https://www.facebook.com/264080500237/posts/10160301781855238/
http://ow.ly/Ki9Z50Ko9ue


Tweets table

@mssnytweet
Aug 23, 18:00M

N.Y. State to Get Fewer #Monkeypox Vials Under New US Vaccination
Strategy #Hochul pushes back on plan aimed at stretching
stockpile. Dose-extending strategy can yield five doses from one v…

0 0 0 0 0 0 0%

@mssnytweet
Aug 23, 16:03M

Discover #prescription savings when you use your
#NewYorkRxCard at your local pharmacy. Visit http://ne
wyorkrxcard.com for more information and to…

0 0 0 0 20 0 0%

@mssnytweet
Aug 23, 15:25M #Pfizer seeks OK of updated #COVID #vaccine #booster for fall htt

p://ow.ly/pYcO50KqpZ7 #MSSNY
0 0 1 0 33 1 3.03%

@mssnytweet
Aug 23, 15:05M

#LifeExpectancy Plummets; Pot Use Hits All-Time High; #Monkeypox
Now in Every State — Health news and commentary from around
the Web gathered by MedPage Today sta� http://ow.ly/FfsS50Kqo…

0 0 0 0 49 3 6.12%

@mssnytweet
Aug 23, 12:36M

#Hochul: NY rolling back #COVID rules for #schools, expanding
#monkeypox #vaccinations and monitoring #polio cases http://ow.l
y/jQoV30sqbyn

1 0 1 0 66 2 3.03%

@mssnytweet
Aug 22, 18:01M

Why urge Gov. Hochul to sign A.879/S.8113 requiring
health insurers to have appropriately trained
reviewers? Because 42% of #physicians surveyed…

0 0 0 0 58 1 1.72%

@mssnytweet
Aug 22, 15:55M #NoSurprisesAct dispute resolution rule published | Modern

Healthcare http://ow.ly/hlaC30sq8CE #MSSNY
0 0 0 1 31 1 3.23%

@mssnytweet
Aug 22, 15:17M

New #Ebola Case Suspected; #FDA Wants #Paxlovid Rebound Study;
Beware Wendy's Lettuce? — Health news and commentary from
around the Web gathered by #MedPage Today sta� http://ow.ly/V…

0 0 0 0 58 1 1.72%

@mssnytweet
Aug 22, 13:21M #FDA authorizes #Novavax #Covid-19 vaccine for emergency use in

ages 12-17 - CNN http://ow.ly/CkBH30sq8Co
3 0 3 0 176 18 10.23%

@mssnytweet Tell Congress to stop an 8.5% cut to Medicare physician payment.
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mssnygram
Aug 22, 18:02M

Why urge Gov. Hochul to sign A.879/S.8113 requiring health insurers to have appropriately trained reviewers? Because 42%
of physicians surveyed frequently had pre-authorization or claim submission from a physician not in the same specialty
and 77% at least sometimes did. #TakeAction p2a.co/dkFrkxd / Link in bio #MSSNYStrong

6 0

mssnygram
Aug 19, 20:03M

#MSSNY is calling on @govkathyhochul to veto Senate Bill S74A. The bill is well intentioned but currently too vague.
Without key clarifications, the legislation has the potential to make insurance una�ordable for New York physicians, nurses
and other providers. This reverses the State’s current investments in retention of our health care hero workforce and…

7 0

mssnygram
Aug 19, 18:36M Register now for #MSSNY's September 21st Medical Matters Live Webinar #Vaccines for Adults and Children. http://ow.ly/cKi

C50Koe4n / link in bio
4 0

mssnygram
Aug 19, 12:03M

Why urge Gov. Hochul to sign A.879/S.8113 requiring health insurers to have appropriately trained reviewers? Because 86%
of #physicians had a pre-auth request /claim denied based on the review of a HCP that didn’t specialize in their specialty p2
a.co/dkFrkxd / link in bio

4 0

mssnygram
Aug 17, 17:40M

Urge Governor Hochul to Sign Legislation Requiring Health Insurers to Have Appropriately Trained Reviewers before
deciding to deny coverage for a treatment or prescription medication for a patient. #TakeAction now! https://p2a.co/dkFrk
xd / Link in bio #MSSNYStrong

6 0

mssnygram
Aug 17, 14:04M What action can you take to improve #physician wellbeing leading up to #NPSADay? Identifying and removing low-value

work. For resources on how to get rid of “stupid stu�,” visit allinforhealthcare.org. #FirstRespondersFirst
3 0

mssnygram
Aug 17, 14:04M

These are non-normal times. To better support #physicians, health care leaders must adjust expectations to allow more
flexibility and autonomy. Visit allinforhealthcare.org for guidance on implementing a strategy. #NPSADay
#FirstRespondersFirst

3 0

mssnygram
Aug 16, 14:04M Save the date! 9/23/22! Be there! #MSSNY 8 0

mssnygramM
#MSSNY is calling on @govkathyhochul to veto Senate Bill S74A. The bill is well intentioned but currently too vague.
Without key clarifications the legislation has the potential to make insurance una�ordable for #NY #physicians #nurses 13 0
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Aug 22, 18:01

Why urge Gov. Hochul to sign A.879/S.8113 requiring health insurers to
have appropriately trained reviewers? Because 42% of physicians
surveyed frequently had pre-authorization or claim submission fro…

0 0 0 1 12 8.33%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 15:50

#NoSurprisesAct dispute resolution rule published | Modern Healthcare http://ow.l
y/hlaC30sq8CE #MSSNY

0 0 0 0 7 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 15:17

New #Ebola Case Suspected; #FDA Wants #Paxlovid Rebound Study;
Beware Wendy's Lettuce? — Health news and commentary from
around the Web gathered by #MedPage Today sta� http://ow.ly/68G…

0 0 0 0 14 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 13:21

#FDA authorizes #Novavax #Covid-19 vaccine for emergency use in
ages 12-17 - CNN http://ow.ly/CkBH30sq8Co

0 0 0 0 6 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 22, 12:01

Tell Congress to stop an 8.5% cut to Medicare physician payment.
Show your support for seniors and their #physicians #TakeAction htt
p://ow.ly/Fuvp50Ko9ug #MedicareNeedsDoctors…

0 0 0 0 12 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 19, 20:42

#MSSNYPulse: #MSSNY Helps Practice Recoup $64,000 http://ow.ly/6TM
n50KolFU

0 0 0 0 4 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 19, 20:39

#NYSDOH HEALTH ADVISORY: Update #2 Regarding #Poliovirus in New York State htt
p://ow.ly/X00N50KolAp

0 0 0 0 6 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 19, 20:26

In case you missed it, today's Healthcare Worker Bonus (HWB)
Program Town Hall Webinar is now posted for viewing. https://lnkd.in/
eYtq-Pad

0 0 0 0 8 0%

Medical
Society of th…
Aug 19 19:25

#MSSNY is asking #NYS #physicians to join us in asking
#GovernorKathyHochul to veto Senate Bill S74A. As currently written,
the language is so vague it threatens the ability of physicians and

0 0 0 1 22 4.55%
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6967500054618124288
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MSSNY in the News 06/14/22 – 08/09/22 

 

Techilive – 06/14/22 
Medicare Drug Price Negotiation In The Spotlight At AMA Annual Meeting 
MSSNY Delegate David Jakubowicz, MD, quoted) 

Spectrum News Albany - Capital Tonight 06/21/22 
How New York parents can navigate COVID-19 vaccine questions 

(MSSNY Immediate Past President, Dr. Joseph Sellers interviewed) 
How New York parents can navigate COVID-19 vaccine questions 

The Recorder (Amsterdam, NY) – 06/24/22 
Anger and joy at Supreme Court abortion ruling 

(MSSNY President Dr. Parag Mehta quoted) 

Also ran in The Leader-Herald (Gloversville, NY) 

The Daily Gazette (Schenectady, NY) 

Syracuse.com – 06/25/22 

Roe v. Wade overturned: What they’re saying on historic day  
(MSSNY President Dr. Parag Mehta quoted) 

Times Union – 06/30/22 
New York's vaccine mandate for health care workers dodges Supreme Court review 
(MSSNY immediate past president, Dr. Joseph Sellers quoted) 

 
Medscape – 07/01/22 

Insurer Delays Prior Authorization, Patient Loses Leg and Pelvis, Then Dies 
(MSSNY mentioned) 

HR Dive – 07/01/22 
SCOTUS won’t hear challenge to health worker vaccine mandate 
(MSSNY mentioned) 

 
The Hill – 07/13/22 

The Supreme Court: Principled originalism or partisan politics? 
(MSSNY mentioned) 

Medpage Today – 07/14/22 
These Are the Largest Physician Groups in Medicine Today 

(MSSNY immediate past president, Dr. Joseph Sellers quoted) 
 

Times Union – 07/19/22 
Commentary: Wrongful-death liability bill is the wrong plan for New York 

(Opinion from MSSNY President Dr. Parag Mehta) 

https://techilive.in/medicare-drug-price-negotiation-in-the-spotlight-at-ama-annual-meeting/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-politics/2022/06/21/how-parents-can-navigate-vaccine-questions
https://www.recordernews.com/news/local-news/202614
https://leaderherald.com/gloversville-local-news-johnstown-local-news/local-news/2022/06/anger-and-joy-at-supreme-court-abortion-ruling/
https://dailygazette.com/2022/06/24/anger-and-joy-at-supreme-court-abortion-ruling/
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2022/06/roe-v-wade-overturned-what-theyre-saying-on-historic-day.html
https://www.timesunion.com/state/article/Vaccine-mandate-17277086.php?IPID=Times-Union-HP-state-package
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/976486?src=#vp_1
https://www.hrdive.com/news/scotus-declines-hearing-new-york-vaccine-mandate-religious-exemptions-case/626502/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/the-supreme-court-principled-originalism-or-partisan-politics/ar-AAZxAbs
https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/features/99729
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/Commentary-17307471.php?utm_campaign=CMS%20Sharing%20Tools%20(Premium)&utm_source=share-by-email&utm_medium=email


Newsday – 07/31/22 
Nassau police pay, midterm elections, wrongful death law, and more 

(Opinion from MSSNY President Dr. Parag Mehta) 
 

Buffalo News: 07/31/22 
Another Voice: Bill to increase wrongful death damages would be devastating to 

New York doctors and patients 
(Op-Ed from Erie County Medical Society President. Dr. Robert Armstrong) 

 
Newsday -08/01/22 

Prior authorization from insurance companies often delays treatment for patients 
(Opinion from MSSNY members Dr. Jeff Vacirca and Dr. David A. Eagle  

 
Gothamist – 08/03/22 

NY doctors, legislators call on Biden to make monkeypox drug TPOXX easier to 
access 

(MSSNY President Dr. Parag Mehta and NYCMS President Dr. Erick Eiting quoted) 

WRGB-TV CBS 6 Albany – 08/04/22 

Hochul questioned on 'Grieving Families Act'. "I know it's critically important" 
(MSSNY President, Dr. Parag Mehta and EVP, Troy Oechsner interviewed)  

The Citizen – 08/9/22 

Letter: Eating fruits, vegetables helps health and planet 
(Opinion from MSSNY’s Dr. Phillip Gioia) 

 

 

 

https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/nassau-police-pay-midterm-elections-wrongful-death-law-partisan-politics-ji10m9i5
https://buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice-bill-to-increase-wrongful-death-damages-would-be-devastating-to-new-york-doctors/article_07c10d8a-0eac-11ed-920e-f7588c2cea9e.html
https://buffalonews.com/opinion/another-voice-bill-to-increase-wrongful-death-damages-would-be-devastating-to-new-york-doctors/article_07c10d8a-0eac-11ed-920e-f7588c2cea9e.html
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/commentary/guest-essays/cancer-health-insurance-prior-authorization-gwk1leoa
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-doctors-legislators-call-on-biden-to-make-monkeypox-drug-tpoxx-easier-to-access
https://gothamist.com/news/ny-doctors-legislators-call-on-biden-to-make-monkeypox-drug-tpoxx-easier-to-access
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/hochul-questioned-on-grieving-families-act-i-know-its-critically-important
https://auburnpub.com/opinion/letters/letter-eating-fruits-vegetables-helps-health-and-planet/article_15295598-90e0-53bb-bd1e-cfc19ddcd54d.html
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