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1) Welcome  1 

 2 

2) Review of February 3, 2022 minutes - Approved 3 
 4 

3) Legislative Update: Moe Auster, Esq., MSSNY Sr. VP & Chief 5 

Legislative Counsel  6 

The New York State budget passed with a number of wins from a MSSNY 7 

perspective including Telehealth Payment Parity, a sizeable increase in 8 

Medicaid reimbursement for medicine codes, an across the board increase in 9 

a restoration of cuts from a couple of years ago, a sizeable increased funding 10 

for physician student loans repayment programs and some important health 11 

insurance reforms. There were some important things we were able to defeat 12 

including proposals which would have made physicians have to pay upfront 13 



for the excess medical liability coverage and then be reimbursed by the state. 14 

We also defeated the perennial proposal to eliminate the prescriber prevails 15 

protections within Medicaid. A number of important things happened in the 16 

budget—The positive side, there were other areas and in regards to nurse 17 

practitioners, the budget put into statute, with a sunset in two years, nurse 18 

practitioners no longer have to maintain a document that states who they 19 

collaborate with.  Mr. Auster stated that the end of the legislative session was 20 

nearing and there were several things that MSSNY was working on to get 21 

completed on the insurance side including, most importantly, legislation to 22 

allow physicians to be gold card exempted from prior authorization process 23 

and working with the patient advocacy groups to make sure that 24 

pharmaceutical coupons for medications can be used toward their deductible. 25 

Moe Auster mentioned that there is a list of 10-12 various mandate bills, a lot 26 

of which deal with women’s health. Dr. Slotkin asked if MSSNY leadership has 27 

an official position on the nurse practitioner extension for the next 2 years, 28 

Mr. Auster stated that MSSNY opposes. 29 

 30 

Dr. Kaner raised a concern about difficulties in some facilities getting over the 31 

enormous hostility that some physicians have towards nurse practitioners and 32 

mentioned how it works against patient care. 33 

 34 

Dr. Slotkin mentioned the idea of MSSNY possibly developing a task force for 35 

this concern. Mr. Auster mentioned that a thoughtful presentation about how 36 

to provide some guardrails is good and mentioned that what does not help 37 

MSSNY in the debate is reacting to things in other states or things that have 38 

been permitted for a long time. Dr. Slotkin mentioned that they’re not going 39 

to totally eliminate the problem, but he thinks by developing a taskforce with 40 

a thoughtful discussion might help move the process forward in a positive 41 

way. Dr. Holahan stated that it’s about establishing good practice. 42 

 43 

4) Psychotropic Drug – S. 2103  44 

Dr. Slotkin indicated the need to keep an eye on the legislation because 45 

MSSNY, pharmacists and others are concerned. 46 

 47 

5) Update on State Long Term Care Task Force—Dr. Slotkin 48 

Dr. Slotkin indicated that the task force looks at different issues impacting on 49 

the elderly and one of those task forces are the Long-Term Care Task Force. 50 

This task force includes two physician representatives, one representative 51 

comes from the NYMDA and the other representative comes from the NY 52 

Branch of the American College of Physicians. 53 

 54 

Mr. Auster stated that there will be some sort of statutory deadline for writing 55 

ongoing reports to the legislature and mentioned indicating in the report how 56 

nursing homes handled the pandemic and what can be done in the future to 57 



protect the most vulnerable. There was a brief discussion about staffing 58 

shortages in nursing homes in which Dr. Healy mentioned that the Long Term 59 

Care Task Force will be addressing the topic and mentioned the need to be 60 

addressed in this committee as well. Dr. Slotkin stated that now that they 61 

have identified the issues and problems and put task forces together, they are 62 

the committee that can help develop potential solutions and advise the MSSNY 63 

leadership about positions to take to improve healthcare for the elderly in New 64 

York State.  65 

 66 

6) NYMDA COVID Strike Force – Dr. Slotkin 67 

Dr. Slotkin states that the vision is to have about ten teams of a medical 68 

director working with three experts in COVID care bringing them up to 69 

standards and using a coaching model for nursing homes in NYS to advise 70 

them when they have an outbreak, when they’re having problems and how 71 

can we help carry this out. Dr. Slotkin indicates that they’re putting pen to 72 

paper, the official version must be approved and once it’s approved, they will 73 

be recruiting medical directors to be the head of these teams, they will select 74 

people and will have experts working with them. Dr. Slotkin mentions that it 75 

is a huge project and it’s moving forward and mentioned that they have a one 76 

year contract and if it goes well, it will be extended a second year.  77 

 78 

Dr. Holahan indicated that it’s an interesting program and mentioned that the 79 

bigger thing is more about supporting them and showing NYS that teams like 80 

this can help nursing homes in general get through crisis situations. Dr. Slotkin 81 

agrees with Dr. Holahan’s point and mentioned that things are evolving, and 82 

they’re being recognized. Dr. Healy stated that it’s tremendous and is 83 

something to celebrate and stated that she agrees with Dr. Holahan and the 84 

process of the collaboration between all different groups and believes it will 85 

benefit in many directions, with the patients and practitioners in Long Term 86 

Care.  87 

 88 

Mr. Auster mentioned that the way nursing homes function has taken on a 89 

higher profile because of the pandemic and stated how MSSNY always wants 90 

to be able to highlight their members and committees being involved in 91 

important issues and indicated that they need the material to be able to do 92 

so. Dr. Slotkin reassured that they will provide the material to MSSNY as it’s 93 

appropriate.  94 

 95 

Pat Clancy indicated that this is one of the focuses that the incoming president, 96 

Dr. Mehta, would like to highlight MSSNY’s committee work in the newsletter 97 

and on the website and indicated that staff is currently working towards that.   98 

 99 

Dr. Healy indicated that there are some members in the Long Term Care 100 

Committee that are also members of NYMDA and asked what sort of 101 



relationship that is and should it be officialized in some way. Mr. Auster 102 

indicated that there is no formal connection and stated that in some respect, 103 

this committee helps promote a much greater connectivity between the goals 104 

of NYMDA and the goals of MSSNY.   105 

 106 

Dr. Holahan mentioned that it gives a voice across all areas of medicine, and 107 

it allows to help advocate nursing homes. Dr. Slotkin stated that what he has 108 

learned in task forces is that it is all about connections and relationships with 109 

people to get it done. Mr. Auster added that they have been increasing over 110 

the last several years, their close working relationship with various other 111 

physician organizations because they can often be replicators of each other’s 112 

messages and indicated that alliances and collaborations is often the key to 113 

getting things done.     114 

 115 

7) MSSNY HOD Resolutions 116 

Ms. Clancy gave an update and indicated that all the resolutions went through 117 

various committees and resolutions 156, 157 and 158 went through the public 118 

hearing for public health and education, Resolution 103 went through 119 

Governmental Affairs B for its public hearing in April. Ms. Clancy mentioned 120 

that the reference committees took testimony in support or opposition to these 121 

resolutions and the reference committee then went into an executive session 122 

and made a decision based on what they heard at the hearings. She indicated 123 

that those reports have been finalized and would be posted on May 6th. Mrs. 124 

Clancy stated that the outcome would then be determined by the House of 125 

Delegates. Mr. Auster indicated that delegates to the House of Delegates will 126 

have the opportunity to present further comment on the floor of the house or 127 

work with their respective delegations to coordinate their advocacy on those 128 

resolutions on whatever the outcomes of those reports were. Dr. Slotkin 129 

reviewed the resolutions and held brief discussions of each resolution. 130 

 131 

8) Medical Director’s Directory – Dr. Holahan 132 

Dr. Slotkin stated that it is MSSNY policy now to have a medical director 133 

registry and directory in New York State. Dr. Slotkin wanted to point out to 134 

the committee to prepare for the next stage and mentioned that there are 135 

issues on the radar screen and indicated there will be pushback and that the 136 

response will be sensible education programs.  137 

 138 

Dr. Holahan stated that the Department of Health through the commerce 139 

system, has been asking for more information in terms of the medical director 140 

role and wanted to make sure that role was filled through that account which 141 

is a positive. Dr. Holahan mentioned that there was discussion of a backup 142 

medical director role they list on the health commerce system.  143 

Dr. Slotkin mentions that AMDA has been pushing this for a national level and 144 

indicated that they are on the positive side of the curve. 145 



 Dr.Kaner asked questions regarding assisted living and whether you go from 146 

state to state and what an assisted living’s category or capabilities are since 147 

there is no standardized database. Dr. Healy replied stating that there are 148 

different levels of licensure for assisted living and indicated that’s why Dr. 149 

Holahan’s resolution is so important. Dr. Slotkin stated that there is no federal 150 

regulation, and every state is different and indicated that what they’re starting 151 

in New York State to the resolution is creating a database and organizing 152 

things. Dr. Slotkin indicated that he sees this role as a facilitator committee 153 

and mentioned that it is a privilege to work with these incredibly brilliant 154 

people, Pat Clancy and Moe Auster to help become policy and law. 155 

 156 

Next Meeting is October 20, 2022 157 

 158 

Adjourned 159 

 160 

 161 
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 165 

 166 

 167 

 168 


