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Present 
Joshua Cohen, MD Commission 
Nina Huberman, MD, MPH Co-Chair 
Sarah Nosal, MD Co-Chair 
Erick Eiting, Vice-Chair MD MPH 
Sheila Bushkin, MD 
Frank Dowling, MD 
Tzvi Furer, MD 
Roy Korn, MD 
Joseph Maldonado, MD MBA 
Geoffrey Moore, MD 
Matthew Weissman, MD 
Jocelyn Young, DO 
Moshe Bressler, Student 
 
Absent 
Eugene Kalmuk, MD 
Cheryl Stier, Alliance 

 
Excused 
Janine Fogarty, MD Asst. Commissioner 
Emil Jean Senay, MD 
 
Invited Guests 
Bonnie Litvack, MD President 
Arthur Fougner, Past President 
Parag Mehta, Vice-President 
 
Staff 
Pat Clancy Sr. Vice-President Manager 
Public Health Education 
And Governmental Affairs 
Maureen Ramirez, Administrative Asst. 
 
 

 
1) Welcome 

 
2) Adoption of October 29, 2020 minutes – accepted. 

 
3) COVID 19 Update – Dr. Bonnie Litvak and Pat Clancy – Dr.Litvack offered on update on the 

COVID vaccine and its distribution. Demand outpaces supply. Given the new administration in 
Washington, it is expected that the supply will increase and distribution will ramp up. Everyone 
has witnessed the difficulties getting the vaccine out to the people for immunization and the 
supply shortage has made it even more difficult. There was discussion of creating a grassroots 
movement to tray and encourage people to get vaccinated. Pat Clancy mentioned the NYS 
“Let’s Get Vaccinated” campaign. This campaign is meant to enlist the help of community and 
church leaders to get the word out that getting vaccinated is the best thing to do. There was 
discussion of vaccine hesitancy in the communities, especially the disparate and underserved 
communities. There was discussion that the word “hesitancy” needed to be changed. That 
perhaps another phrase wouldn’t be so “off-putting”. There was a suggestions that perhaps 
offering to take a photo of the patient being vaccinated would encourage the process and then 
enable the patients to share this photo with others to encourage them to seek the vaccine.  
 

4) MSSNY’s Peer 2 Peer Program – Dr. Frank Dowling – Dr. Dowling explained the creation of 
the MSSNY Peer 2 Peer (P2P) program which was created directly for physicians and others in 
the medical field suffering from the stress. Stress that has long been experienced by those in 
the medical profession and has seen an increase as a result of the COVID Pandemic. P2P 
offers the opportunity for a physician who is feeling this stress to be able to speak with a 
colleague. They are able to call the hotline, speak with a trained colleague and then if 
necessary, be referred to a professional who can assist them. MSSNY has developed a training 
program and there are currently 40 peer supporters can better assist their colleagues who may 



be suffering from stress. Information about the P2P Program is available in the form of flyers 
and cards that can be handed out to colleagues for their information and use. A committee 
member inquired whether a “signature tag” can be created to use on emails so that the 
information might reach a new audience. MSSNY will follow up on this and see I this is possible.  
It was important to point out that a physician does not have to be a member of MSSNY in order 
to avail themselves of the P2P. MSSNY had a meeting with the Department of Health an health 
care organizations on January 13, 2021 to discuss the P2P. 
 

5) 2021 HOD Sunset Review Policies – after 10 years, policies need to be reviewed to determine 
whether they are valid. The following were reviewed by the Preventive Medicine and Family 
Health Committee: 
10.977 - Reaffirm. 
70.955  Sunset. 
87.994  Sunset. 
90.996  Reaffirm 
95.972  Reaffirm. 
260.919 Sunset 

 260.939 Reaffirm pending passing of new resolution and possibly a new white paper.  
  Discussion that cognitive impairment is different than substance impairment. 

 260.952 Extract 
 260.953 Sunset 
 260.955 Reaffirm 
 260.980 Reaffirm with modification. 
 290.993 Sunset 
 320.988 Reaffirm. 

6) 2020 HOD Referred Resolutions - The MSSNY House of Delegates referred the following 
resolutions to this committee for review and discussion. 

  Resolutions 107 and 114 – were joined together. There was discussion not to adopt 107 that 
the wording on 114 was better. This discussion will continue at the next committee meeting on 
May 13th and Pat Clancy will create a substitute resolution for the committee to consider. 

 Resolution 203 – referred from Council. The committee decided not to adopt because the 
climate paper from this committee adequately covers this topic. 

 
7) Climate Paper – The climate paper submitted by the Committee on Preventive Health and 

Family Medicine was presented to MSSNY Council on January  and has been approved. Many 
thanks to all committee members whose hart work and contributions helped to bring this paper 
to fruition. 
 

8) Adjourned 
 

Next Meeting: May 13, 2021 
  . 
 


