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The meeting began at 7:00 PM. Dr. Fougner welcomed the participants.   
 
Dr. Fougner introduced William DiCarlo, National Vice President and Legislative Director for the 
Transportation Communication International Union (TCU) to provide a verbal presentation about 
the union and, theoretically, how it could represent physicians. Dr. Fougner noted that the need 
for collective representation was even more important given recent events such as the Texas 
physician being fired for his job for providing Covid vaccines that were about to be discarded to 
patients who were not in an eligible category. 
 
Mr. DiCarlo gave his history of working with the TCU.  He noted they represent clerical staff for 
railroads, and that they have the largest union membership among Amtrak employees.  He 
noted the similarities of challenging circumstances faced by employed physicians such as 
restrictive covenants imposed by large hospital systems that a union could help fight through 
creation of a collective bargaining unit. Dr. Astrow asked questions about past scandals 
involving Long Island Rail Road employees, and Mr. DiCarlo provided his analysis. 
 
Mr. DiCarlo noted that 35% of a particular group of physicians in a hospital could sign a 
document indicating their desire to join a union.  There would be a filing with the National Labor 
Relations Board, and meetings by the union with potential members.  He further noted that there 
would need to be a majority vote of members to permit the union to form.  He also discussed 
that the circumstances would be different based upon whether a physician was employed, or 
whether he or she was in independent practice. 
 
Dr. Fougner sought to obtain clarification as to what the denominator of physicians would be to 
arrive at the 35% and 51% figures.  Troy Oechsner asked several questions, including about 
what the relationship of the union would be to MSSNY; how MSSNY would theoretically assist 
with recruiting members to the union; and how governance of the union would work.  Mr. 
DiCarlo noted the importance of MSSNY working to determine what it wanted if it were to 
affiliate with a union. 
 
Mr. DiCarlo noted that there would theoretically be a “MSSNY local” that would join the other 90 
TCU locals across the country.  He again discussed his efforts at creating successful outcomes 
for his union members.  He noted that they are a union under the AFL-CIO umbrella. 
Dr. Litvack asked what the dues would be ($98). Moe Auster asked whether they represented 
other health care workers (they represent nurses in Canada).  Dr. Underwood discussed the 
challenges he has had in working with the PEF union.  Dr. Jakubowicz asked for additional 
materials about the union.  Mr. DiCarlo noted it was important for MSSNY to determine what it 
wanted if discussions were to continue. 
 
Dr. Fougner thanked Mr. Dicarlo for his time, thanked all for attending, and the meeting ended 
at 8:00 PM 


