
EIGHTH DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 
JUNE 2020 
MARK JAJKOWSKI, MD – COUNCILOR 

  
 The MSCE Health Law committee, prior to the COVID pandemic, had discussed the reality that  
 many health care professionals, including physicians, had not initiated or updated advance  
 directives.   As the pandemic became a reality, the MSCE was able to announce that the  
 TARANTINO LAW FIRM would provide at no charge to physicians, PAs, NPs and nurses, a  
           health care proxy, power of attorney and other basic estate documents, for the period of  
 April 1 to June 1, 2020. 
 

WNY was fortunate that on March 27th, Catholic Health formally opened a dedicated Coronvirus 
treatment facility.  The first in NYS, the 120 bed inpatient center was equipped to offer acute medical 
and critical care services.  MSCE past-president Timothy F. Gabryel, MD, a member of MSSNY Bylaws 
Committee, has been named CHS (Catholic Health System) CMO for Covid-19 Incident Command 
Team. 

 
  On April 7, 2020, the healthcare providers at Kaleida Health, General Physician PC (over 100 
            Physician members of MSCE/MSSNY), UBMD and Optimum Physician Alliance announced 
  the establishment of an emotional support line.  The physicians at UBMD Psychiatry are  

 a service available to all staff and clinicians (including residents and fellows) which will provide rapid 
access to mental health professionals to provide support for personal concerns related to the COVID- 
19 crisis. All calls will be treated confidentially. If additional mental health support is appropriate, the 
responding clinician will be able to provide rapid linkage to individual community mental health 
professionals who have volunteered to help, including all therapists at the Children's Psychiatry Clinic 
of Oishei Children's Hospital. This is a free service to all staff as part of our efforts to come together and 
support each other through this time. In addition, the team will be providing brief resources 2-3 times 
per week on how to take a "Mindful Moment" to stay calm in the chaos and maintain your well-being 
while having to work in a difficult time.  They have also established a comprehensive list of mental 
health resources currently available. 
 
During this unprecedented period, Ms. Nadolny has met with member physicians, their accountant’s 
and in some cases their attorneys to discuss how to proceed with the closure of their medical practices.  
Much of the discussion focused on medical record retention, correspondence with third party payors, 
business associates, hospitals etc.    Other members had inquired about SBA loans, grants, employee 
furloughs, unemployment.   Again, the MSCE was fortunate to have provided guidance through 
programming with partner accounting and law firms. 
 
The MSCE would like to take this opportunity to thank Gale Burstein, MD for her leadership as Erie 
County Commissioner of Health during this pandemic.  Doctor Burstein is a member of the Executive 
Board of the MSCE serving as chair of its Public Health Committee.   Doctor Burstein’s contributions to 
the profession of medicine, will be recognized at the MSCE Annual Meeting when she will receive its 
Distinguished Service Award. 
 
There is continuing concern regarding the number of physicians who have not yet paid their 2020 dues, 
as well as the increasing the number of calls that have been received asking to discuss the criteria to 
become eligible for part-time, retired and life membership.   The MSCE has been asked if any 
consideration is being made to reduce all (county and state) dues for 2021 or if the dues paid in 2020 
will apply for any portion of 2021 dues.   To those seeking changes of status criteria has been 
discussed at length oftentimes with both the physician and the office administrator or managing partner 
of the practice.   However, the question regarding 2021 dues need an answer and therefore it is hoped 
that MSSNY’s membership committee and Council will address this issue as soon as possible. 


