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Councilor’s Report – April 2021 

 
Society Highlights 

 
➢ Nominating Committee - The Nominating Committee Members are as 

follows:  

 

President-elect-David A. Fishman, MD, Committee Chair,  

Joseph Cooke, MD 
Michael Richter, MD 
James Satterfield, MD 

Saulius Skeivys, MD 
Penny Stern, MD, and  
L. Carlos Zapata MD 

 

The Committee met on Thursday, January 28, 2021, to review all nominations for 

Trustees, Officers, and Delegates to the MSSNY HOD. The 2021-2022 slate of officers 

was submitted and approved by the Comitia Minora at February’s meeting. The 

ballots containing the names will go out to the membership for a vote—elections from 

May 3 to May 14, 2021.  

 

➢ President’s Report - David Vilabrera, MD - Dr. Vilabrera discussed the 

concern that newly graduated physicians have difficulty finding teaching 

hospitals with residencies available. This is due to stress on the system from 

Covid patients. He expressed these concerns at Lobby Day last week. Dr. 

Vilabrera was also concerned about the distribution of efforts between 

Physicians, Residents, Physicians ‘Assistants, and Nurse Practitioners. Many 

agreed with him.   

  



➢ Bylaws Committee - The Bylaws Committee Members are as follows:  

 

Carlos Zapata, MD, Chair 

Louis Auguste, MD 
Arthur Fougner, MD 
Lorraine Giordano, MD  

Michael Richter, MD 
David Vilabrera, MD, President, ex-officio  
David Fishman, President-Elect, ex-officio 

 

The Bylaws Committee met via teleconference in February and March 2021. 

The Committee discussed the current bylaws and proposed amendments to 

comply with the demands of the COVID-19 pandemic and the essential 

changes that all organizations have been forced to make, most importantly, 

those that will affect the Medical Society’s future. The Comitia Minora 

approved the report during April’s meeting, and they will be submitted to 

MSSNY for approval at the next Council Meeting. If accepted, the changes 

will go to the membership for a vote during the upcoming elections in May 

2021.  

 

➢ Digital Campaign – Erik Blutinger, MD, and Moira Casey 

Dr. Blutinger and Ms. Casey unveiled the new Society Digital Campaign. This new 

program is needed because of perceived misconceptions/apprehensions 

surrounding COVID-19 (information and vaccines). The involvement of existing 

social media platforms will be utilized. Hashtags (#) and posting photos of 

physicians and others receiving their vaccines are among the first initiatives. In 

the future, emphasis must be placed on Primary Physicians encouraging their 

patients in person and distributing to a broader population once vaccines are 

more readily available. Please follow them on Twitter or view all the candid photos 

at  

https://www.mscq.org/sys/website/?pageId=1076297 

 

➢ The Bulletin – Copy of all previous newsletters is accessible at 

https://www.mscq.org/The-Bulletin. The Society is currently accepting materials 

for their summer of 2021. Please e-mail QMS@QueensMedicalSociety.org by 

5.15.2021. 

https://www.mscq.org/sys/website/?pageId=1076297
https://www.mscq.org/The-Bulletin
mailto:QMS@QueensMedicalSociety.org


 

➢ News Release - Hospital Closing - There was discussion afoot to close or downsize 

St. John’s Episcopal Hospital in Far Rockaway. The Comitia Minora decided to 

engage in a letter campaign to the County and State legislative officials. Dr. 

Auguste, BOT Chair, drafted the following: 

 
Respectfully Summited by J. Skeivys, MD, Councilor, and E. Tripp, ED, 4.07.2021 


