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1) Welcome 1 
 2 
2) Approval of October 2, 2020 minutes – approved.  3 
 4 
3) COVID 10 and inequities – Dr. Clark began by asking if any members of the committee   5 
The Task Force is going to need to address vaccine access and bringing the vaccine to the 6 
people. The vaccine needs to be taken where the black and brown people live. There is a need 7 
to partner with local agencies to get the people interested in getting vaccinated. In addition to 8 
the educational component, which is critical, we need to be thinking about other ways to get 9 
vaccines into peoples’ arms which includes bringing vaccines to them. There are certain 10 
restrictions as to how this can be done, including vaccine transport and storage that need to be 11 
overcome. Working with the local hub to make everyone is on the same page. Is there 12 
something this committee can do now to shed more light in the inequities of vaccine 13 
distribution? 14 



 15 
Regarding concerns for equitable distribution, the state has begun setting aside a certain 16 
number of vaccines to go to specific underserved or disparate communities which sometimes 17 
causes problems because there is then an entire group of people who thought they were getting 18 
the vaccine and didn’t. Is there are role for this committee to call for a better breakdown by race 19 
and ethnicity on the state level, of people who have been vaccinated? The lack of information 20 
only adds to the mistrust. Is that information part of the NYSIIS system? Yes, it is. Is it part of 21 
the registry information at every vaccine location? The information is requested on the 22 
registration form, but it is optional.   23 
 24 
 25 
A member reminded the committee that “equal” distribution is not “equitable” distribution. Can 26 
the data be requested from the state? Pat Clancy indicated that MSSNY can request that data 27 
but pointed out that if it is not mandated on the form, the data may not be accurate. The 28 
committee asked that she make that request anyway. Possibly MSSNY can make a statement 29 
about the reporting or lack thereof, thereby creating a type of accountability. For the children’s 30 
registry I NYC, the ethnicity data is not on there.  31 
 32 
The “AmIEligible” site is a central location to register for vaccine in the state of New York.  This 33 
location does not retain your information, so if you don’t get an appointment on your first try, you 34 
have to enter it all again. Some people are not going to be able to access the vaccine through 35 
the system, the vaccine is going to have to be brought to the people.  Education, roll out and 36 
access is the key. The last thing we want to see months down the road, is having an excess of 37 
vaccine and wishing we had done things differently.  38 
 39 
Business leaders and community leaders should be involved on how this gets rolled out, 40 
because herd immunity is the ultimate goal. It takes time and money. Organizations like the 41 
United Way should be able to assist. These business’s have a vested interest in the success of 42 
this vaccine distribution and they should be involved. The idea that there are communities that 43 
do not have the resources, do not have vans available to transport people, all these ideas need 44 
to be gathered and brought to the state’s attention. MSSNY information is being forwarded to 45 
the Governor’s office and the Department of Health. Pat Clancy will let the committee know if 46 
they respond. Thinking towards the future, there was a brief discussion of what could happen if 47 
vaccination became mandatory. 48 

 49 
4) CME Programs for Health Disparities  50 
 51 
a) Carl Streed Gender Program – Carl Streed is an internist that has been involved in many 52 
research programs, particularly those that involve the LGBTQ community. He is a former chair 53 
of the LGBTQ Advisory Committee for the AMA. Dr. Eiting reached out to Dr. Streed to see if he 54 
would be interested in doing a webinar before the House of Delegates which is scheduled to 55 
take place in the Fall or wait and present at the HOD as previously planned. Dr. Streed is away 56 
at this time and Dr. Eiting awaits his response.  57 
 58 
Dr. Clark has been in touch with Wade Norwood who spoke to the committee last year. Mr. 59 
Norwood is the CEO of Common Ground Health. There was discussion about Mr. Norwood 60 
giving a CME or a presentation regarding how race and racism has played an enormous role 61 
during the COVID 19 Pandemic. 62 
  63 
The committee is looking for volunteers to sit on the CME committee. Right now it is Dr. Clark 64 
and Dr. Eiting. If anyone else would like to participate please contact Pat Clancy.  65 



 66 
Another CME idea – They are now allowing Physicians in practice who have a DEA number to 67 
dispense via prescriptions buprenorphine to people who are addicted. This seems to be a way 68 
to get addiction treatment into communities where it would otherwise be extremely limited. This 69 
is something this committee might want to reach out and work with the Addiction and Psych 70 
Committee how best to get this available to patients. Pat will look into the new regulations to 71 
confirm the education requirements.  72 
 73 
5) 12021 MSSNY Sunset Review: 74 
 75 
85.961 AMA Encouragement of State Medical Societies to Form Committees    76 
to Eliminate Health Care Disparities 77 
 78 
The Medical Society has a directive that stemmed several years ago from the House of 79 
Delegates there needs to be a review of all policies that are ten years or older. Policy 84.961 80 
was created by this committee and sent to the AMA to encourage other states to form 81 
committees to Eliminate Health Care Disparities. The review has three options: reaffirm, sunset 82 
(which means it’s been accomplished) or it can be reaffirmed with slight modifications. These 83 
reviews are referred back to the committee of origin, is placed in a Sunset Review Report and is 84 
sent to the Public Health Reference Committee and eventually goes before the House where 85 
the House votes yay or nay. Pat Clancy recommends that this be Sunset because the AMA now 86 
has a Center for Health Equity based on the resolution this committee drafted. There was a 87 
question whether the AMA has urged Health Care Disparities committees on the state level as 88 
this resolution suggests. Dr. Cohen checked the AMA policy page and there is nothing there 89 
that indicates the AMA urges each state to have their own Health Disparities Committee. Dr. 90 
Cohen agreed that the original policy has merit that it’s important to encourage this type of 91 
committee on the state level to address specific issue that may occur on the local level. These 92 
committees should also be encouraged to interact with The Center for Health Equity at the 93 
AMA. 94 
Motion to reaffirm this resolution striking everything after #2. Pat Clancy will rework  the 95 
additional resolution and send it to Dr. Cohen, Dr. Dowling and Dr. Eiting for their review and 96 
then on to the committee for final review. 97 
 98 
6) Adjourned. Next Meeting April 23,2021 99 
 100 
 101 

 102 

 103 


