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At the request of Senator Patrick Gallivan, the MSCE hosted a short meeting on the 
issue of roundtable programming on single payer.  Invited guests of Senator Gallivan 
who attended included MSCE President, Kenneth H. Eckhert III MD,  James Clancy 
(HANYS SVP-State Policy), AJ Wright (BCBS of WNY, Governmental Affairs), Donald 
Ingalls (VP, State & Federal Relations BCBS of WNY), Nolan Wells (Govt. Affairs & 
Innovation Specialist, Independent Health), Keith Bryan (Sen. Gallivan’s chief of staff), 
and MSCE Executive Director, Christine Nadolny.   Sen. Gallivan noted that he is 
concerned that single payer legislation will continue to move for passage by both 
Assembly members Gottfried and Riveria.  He stated his own beliefs have changed to 
“this should not happen” without major input from professional organizations who may 
not have had their “voices heard”.  He expressed his concern that the people who “wear 
red hats & shirts, push their own agenda” at hearings that have taken place 
downstate.   Since he cannot hold hearings, he is planning on initiating a series of 
roundtable discussions, probably following days after Gov. Cuomo’s State of the State 
address.   At the time of the meeting he mentioned that a representative of each 
Professional Society, the Health Insurers and HANYS as well as a local representative 
will be asked to offer remarks as to how these organizations can move forward to have 
its concerns on single payer answered and come up with collaborative measures.    
 
The MSCE hosted its annual Legislative Breakfast on Friday, January 10, 2020.  Among 
the issues discussed the legislators identified that “Anti Vaxxers” were inundating their 
offices with calls regarding current and proposed legislation.   Among their wishes are 
that the MSCE provide a brochure which provides credible information to counter the 
misinformation about vaccines; and that the Society use increased social media posts 
regarding the necessity of immunizations.   Doctor Burstein provided an overview of 
“Buffalo Matters’ the program developed by UB emergency physicians, led by Dr. 
Joshua Lynch, which provides medication-assisted treatment to opioid use disorder patients 
in emergency departments and rapidly transitions them into long-term treatment at a 
community clinic of their own choosing, all within about 24-48 hours.  She also urged State 
legislators to expand access to MAT in all correctional facilities.  Other issues that were 
discussed included Medicaid cuts and reestablishment of the MRT (the hope is that more 
physicians will be appointed), scope of practice, recruitment and retention of physicians and 
legalization of marijuana.  However, one of most concerning issues facing physicians was 
the call for an expansion of the OPMC.  It was agreed that as soon as more details become 

available the MSCE will be meeting with our elected officials.   The legislators also 
expressed their wish for more information on the role of PBMs in the commercial insurance 
market as well as palliative services and educational programming on end of life decision 
making for caregivers. 
 
In response to the national trend of orthopedic practice acquisitions by private equity 
groups has led the creation of the Allied Joint Reconstruction Management LLC in Erie 
County.  The joint venture includes Kaleida Health, Erie County Medical Center, AJR 
Holdings LLC (comprised of 12 orthopedic surgeons from 5 groups) and Stryker 
Performance Solutions (an international medical technology company).  The group has 
created bundled payment systems with private insurers for commercially insured 
patients, similar to a CMS program for Medicare patients for hip and knee replacement 
and other major leg procedures.  The bundle works by providing a pre-determined total 



for a surgery that includes payment for surgery in a hospital or outpatient site, as well as 
post-acute care such as rehab or physical therapy taking place in a skilled nursing or 
rehab facility or at home.   

 
 On February 26, 2020 the MSCE will be hosting “Stop the Bleed:  Save a Life”.  This  

Program, developed by the American College of Surgeons, the Departments of Defense  
 and Homeland Security will train attendees to find the source of bleeding as well as  

various ways to control or stop the bleeding.   Robert Armstrong, MD, MSCE Vice- 
President will present this 90 minute program to members of the general public.   

 
 
 


