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March 6, 2018

Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan
Capitol Building, Room 330
Albany, NY 12248

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie
Capitol Building, Room 932
Albany, NY 12248

Senate Coalition Leader Jeffrey Klein
Legislative Office Building, Room 913
Albany, NY 12247

Dear Majority Leader Flanagan, Speaker Heastie, and Coalition Leader Klein,

The Senate and Assembly have played a crucial role in defending the rights and health of
millions of patients across the state, including supporting patient access to medications in the
state’s Medicaid program. Unfortunately, the Executive Budget is seeking to repeal important
patient protections. It proposes to repeal prescriber prevails for all medication classes in both
Medicaid fee for service and managed care. This leaves millions of patients without protections
for necessary medications. On behalf of the undersigned and the patients we serve, we ask that
you oppose provisions that repeal prescriber prevails in Medicaid fee-for-service and managed
care, and that you consider expanding this important patient protection to all drug classes across
both programs.

Patients and their health care providers face challenges when it comes to finding proper
treatment, because no illness comes in a one-size-fits-all form. Responses to medications vary
based on an individual’s age, ethnicity, and comorbidities, making it crucial that health care
providers have the ability to select medications best suited to treat their patients’ unique needs.

Prescriber prevails is a cost-effective means to help ensure that patients get the most appropriate
treatments — and get treatments that they can adhere to. Appropriateness and adherence are
proven to help avoid costly inpatient and emergency room care, as well as to improve quality of
life.



Regardless of disease state, all patients deserve the equal and meaningful protections afforded
through prescriber prevails. Please oppose the Governor’s provisions to repeal prescriber prevails
in Medicaid fee-for-service and managed care, and support expanding prescriber prevails to all
drug classes.

We thank you for your time and attention to this issue.
Sincerely,
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