MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE S7::4TE OF NEIV YORK
Philip A. Schuh, C. PA., M.S. - Executive Vice President
Executive Headquarters
865 Merrick A venue, Westbury, New York 11590
website: http://wwwmssnyorg
• emai/: pschuh@mssnyorg
Telephone: (516) 488-6100 • Fax: (516) 281-3096

To:

MSSNY Board of Trustees
MSSNY Council

From:

Philip A. Schuh, CPA, MS
Executive Vice President

Date:

February 16,2018

Subject:

MSSNY Participation

in Coalition of State Medical Societies

At the last Board of Trustees meeting (held on January 17,2018) the subject of MSSNY's continued
participation within the Coalition of State Medical Societies was discussed and then tabled to the next
meeting.
The purpose of tablinq the vote on participation was to allow some time for President Elect, Dr.
Madejski to reach out to discuss the Coalition with Physician Leadership from some of the other
participating states. Also, it provided Mr. Schuh with time to engage with the Executive Leadership
of the Coalition to attempt to come up with some con census as to moving forward through 2018
without any financial obligation.
Dr. Madejski made several contacts with the other physician leaders. They all expressed continued
support for the Coalition, with the hope that MSSNY would continue its participation.
Mr. Schuh was successful in his discussions with the other Coalition Executives (primarily the defacto
individual in charge, the Executive Director from the Texas Medical Association) to achieve
agreement as to not having any financial obligation for 2018, utilizing the remaining surplus of the
Coalition to offset any expenses. Under that approach, the MSSNY Board agreed to continue
participation within the Coalition for 2018.
Mr. Schuh will coordinate a meeting between MSSNY's Leadership and the Coalition Lobbyist at some
point in the near future to get an overview and analysis of the Coalition activities going forward.
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A meeting of the Coalition of State Medical Societies (Coalition) was held in conjunction with the
AMA National Advocacy Meeting held in Washington, D.C.,February 11 through February 14, 2018.
Dr. Rothberg, Dr. Madejski and several other physician leaders along with Philip Schuh and Mae
Auster were in attendance at the AMA and Coalition meetings. I wanted to take this opportunity to
report to you on the two (2) meetings held under the auspices of the Coalition. Both meetings took
place on Wednesday, February 14,2018.
The first was with Dr. Kate Goodrich, Chief Medical Officer, CMS. The second meeting was with Seena
Verma, Administrator for the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Because of various
scheduling conflicts not every member (10 State Societies) of the Coalition was in attendance. At the
earlier meeting with Dr. Goodrich at the AMA conference hotel, there were seven (7) states in
attendance. Dr. Rothberg and I participated.
The meeting with Administrator Verma, held at CMS
Headquarters, within the Hubert Humphrey HHS Building, was attended by five (5) of the Coalition
states. I attended on behalf of MSSNY.
The topics discussed covered physician frustration with EHR and the failure ofinteroperability
In both meetings the basic response was that those were issues being addressed by the ONC. CMS
only had authority over providers, and not IT vendors. They recognize the need for close
coordination between CMS and ONC. Reference was made to significant changing requirements
being promulgated by ONC, scheduledfor Marett/April release. (Coincidentally, there was a webinar
presented on Thursday, February 15, 2018 by ONC on their new "Trusted Exchange Network.)

Other issues discussed focused on the QPP Program and the various issues that physicians face in
meeting numerous aspects ofreporting under that program. Discussion covered issues regarding the
cost category and problems specific to its reporting. Also discussed was getting rid of the measures
entirely to actually Jocus on providing care and not meaningless reporting.
The last issue discussed was the "RAC" audits and the numerous problems faced by physicians. The
Administrator acknowledged CMS's understanding of the degree of problems that the program has
faced. She responded that there was a "statutory change in progress" in order to attempt to
eliminate problems with the original process. We indicated that the extrapolation across the
practice was a major problem. She responded that the program was now relabeled Unified Program
Integrity Contractors (UPIC) and that certain elements of the program had been placed under the
control of the QIOs Nationwide.
The meeting concluded with an expression of the need to keep the dialogue open between the
Administration and actual practicing physicians represented by the Coalition.
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