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Donald Moore, MD, Chair
Deepak Buch, MD
Munish Khaneja, MD

Jef Sneider, MD

Zebulon Taintor, MD
William Zurhellen, MD
Moe Auster, MSSNY staff

The meeting commenced at 7:30 AM. Minutes from the last meeting of the MSSNY HIT Committee on June 2,
2017 were unanimously approved.

HIT Symposium

Dr. Moore discussed his proposal to organize an HIT Symposium sponsored by the Kings County Medical
Society with assistance from MSSNY. While it was originally planned for this fall, there were challenges with
trying to reserve Brooklyn Borough Hall. Dr. Moore has identified April 21 or 28, 2018 as the likely date for this
symposium. He asked for the assistance of each of the Committee members in helping to put together the
program.

MACRA Update
Moe Auster gave an update on some of the notable proposed changes to the Medicare Merit Based Incentive

Payment System (MIPS) for 2018, effecting Medicare payment in 2020. Some of the key provisions include:

e increasing the exemption threshold to $90,000 in Medicare revenue and 200 Medicare patients

o the ability to continue to use the 2014 certified EHR technology for the purposes of complying with the

Advancing Care Information (ACI) component of MIPS, instead of having to use 2015 certified systems

e requiring only a 90 day reporting period for ACI for 2018 and 2019

e keeping the cost efficiency component at 0% of the total MIPS score for 2018 and

e physicians in small practices can report together in “virtual groups”.
Summaries of comments submitted by the AMA to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services were
shared with members of the Committee. It was also noted that MedPAC had recently recommended that the
MIPS program be repealed due to concerns that the program is cumbersome and rewards reporting rather
than improving care.

AMA Resolutions
The Committee briefly discussed 3 resolutions to be considered at the upcoming AMA House of Delegates
including resolutions that would:
e encourage EHR vendors and pharmacy software vendors to have bidirectional communication for an
accurate and current medication list in the patient's EMR,;
e require EHR vendors to meet all current certification requirements as approved by the ONC's Health IT
Certification Program; and b) advocate that EHR vendors, not physicians, be financially penalized for
EHR technology not meeting current standards; and
¢ Establish Health information technology principles

There was no objection to any of the resolutions. However, Dr. Sneider noted that he preferred the MSSNY
HIT principles advanced through the HIT Committee, and that the resolutions articulating these principles
should be amended to assure that “entities that benefit financially or substantially from required or
mandated changes to EHR systems should bear the cost of implementing those changes”

Advanced Primary Care (APC)

The Committee heard a lengthy presentation from DOH Chief Medical Officer Marcus Friedrich, MD, regarding
the State's efforts to align New York's Advanced Primary Care (APC) model with Patient Centered Medical
Home (PCMH) standards. Dr. Friedrich shared a power point presentation with the Committee. It was in




response to a comment at the June 2 meeting where concerns were expressed by Dr. Sneider that having
different standards in New York State could lead to increasing physicians’ administrative burdens.  Dr.
Friedrich during his presentation discussed that his efforts were aimed towards reducing these burdens,
particularly on smaller practice physicians, and to address some of the concerns of a confusing landscape by
creating greater uniformity.

The presentation had several key points including that DOH is seeking greater standardization in value based
payment programs across various payors. He also noted that there were areas where they believe PCMH did
not go far enough such as connecting to a local RHIO and with regard to assuring appropriate behavioral
health care. There are 16 Practice Transformation Agents in New York to assist physicians in transitioning to
APC quality based payments, moving away from volume. There are 324 practices enrolled in the NY's APC
program, of which 65% are practices with 4 or less providers. There is an APC scorecard for which practice
results will be aggregated at the TIN level. It was also noted that there was an attempt to provide funding to
physicians to help with the significant costs of connecting to local RHIOs and the SHIN-NY (up to $13,000).
Nearly all health insurers - 23 total — are participating in this program in New York. It was noted that the PCMH
transition date is April 1, 2018.

Following the presentation Dr. Zurhellen asked about assuring there are clear articulated differences between
the quality measures for the pediatric patient population versus the adult patient population. Dr. Friedrich
noted that there are separate quality measures. Dr. Buch noted that increasing consolidation in the health care
system placed smaller practice physicians like himself at a great disadvantage. Dr. Friedrich re-iterated his
goals to assist small practice physicians in continuing to be able to provide necessary services. Dr. Taintor
suggested that this APC issue be a component of the April symposium.

Dr. Sneider questioned regarding the quality measures articulated by Dr. Freidrich were really the best way to
measure a PCP. He noted his belief that the best way to really transform the system would be to pay more for
primary care which would give incentive for more physicians to become PCPs. Specifically, he noted, places
with more PCPs have better quality and lower cost. As a result, Medicaid should immediately increase
reimbursement for PCP care to Medicare levels.

Telehealth Subcommittee
Dr. Moore reminded the Committee that, at Dr. Rothberg's request, a Subcommittee on Telehealth issues was
proposed to be created, and that members of the HIT Committee should plan to participoate.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 AM
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