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• MSCA/MSCU PRESIDENTS VOICE CONCERN ON DATE OF DISCOVERY BILL: 

Albany County Medical Society president Dr. Michael Gruenthal and Ulster County 
president Dr. John Ioia submitted letters to the Albany Times Union and the Daily Freeman, 
respectively, urging Governor Cuomo to veto s.6800/a.8516 that will extend the statute of 
limitations to the date of discovery.  Both stated, “This legislation will do nothing to improve 
the diagnosis or care of those with cancer in New York. It will only add to the substantial 
cost of medical liability insurance in New York, which already has some of the highest 
premiums in the country and the highest per capita expenditures of any state in the country.” 

 
• ALBANY MEDICAL CENTER GETS HIGHEST RANKING IN KIDNEY 

TRANSPLANTS: 
Albany Medical Center has the highest one-year kidney transplant graft survival rate in the 
United States, according to data released by the Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients 
(SRTR), a national database of transplant statistics. Graft survival means the transplanted 
organ is still functioning. David Conti, M.D., professor of surgery and director of the section 
of transplantation at Albany Medical Center, credited Albany Med’s multidisciplinary 
approach to care for the successful outcomes. 

 
• US NEWS AND WORLD REPORTS RANKS ST. PETER’S HOSPITAL AMONG THE 

HIGHEST IN QUALITY IN NEW YORK STATE: 
U.S. News & World Report has awarded St. Peter’s Hospital the highest ranking in the 
Capital Region and one of the highest rankings in New York State for excellent quality of 
care. In rating 4,658 hospitals across the country on key indicators of patient care, the 
magazine placed St. Peter’s Hospital 12th among nearly 250 hospitals in New York State and 
the highest in northeastern New York. 
 

• AMRI SOLD TO EQUITY FIRMS: 
Albany Molecular Research, Inc., a large pharmaceutical manufacturer in the Capital Region, 
has been acquired by The Carlyle Group and GTCR LLC for $900 million.  The new owners 
vow to expand it into a billion dollar company. 
 

• REGENERON MOVING AHEAD WITH $25M EXPANSION: 
Regeneron, a drug manufacturing company that is responsible for having developed Eylea, a 
drug that treats one of the leading causes of blindness, is significantly expanding its footprint 
in East Greenbush, Rensselaer County.  In February the town approved the building of a 
19,000 sq. ft. warehouse that will be used for development and will employ 100 new people. 
 

• HEROIN AN OPIOID DEATHS KEEP INCREASING: 
The Albany-based Rockefeller Institute for Government has released a report quite 
discouraging in terms of heroin and opioid use.  Fatalities from heroin use increased 54% 
from 2014 to 2015.  Emergency department visits increased by 50% during the same period. 


