
Minutes for the November 18, 2016 Meeting of the MSSNY-HCA Task Force 
 
Attendees 
Evelyn Dooley-Seidman, MD 
Jay Slotkin, MD 
Marianne Grady 
Michelle Mazzacco 
Sandy Merlino 
Elizabeth Zicari 
 
Morris Auster, MSSNY staff 
 
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 
Dr. Dooley wanted to be sure the members of the Task Force had seen the minutes of the September 16 
meeting.  The minutes have been updated to reflect the fact Dr. Slotkin participated in that meeting. 
 
It was also noted that HCA VP Al Cardillo could not participate in today’s meeting due to the recent 
death of his father.  As a result, it was discussed that this meeting would be truncated, and a follow up 
will be scheduled where items could be discussed in greater detail. 
 
POLITICAL/REGULATORY UPDATE 
Sandy Merlino noted her recent meeting with Senator Gillibrand’s office in which it is was noted that 
there is likely to be big changes to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) as a result of the recent elections, 
which could present possibilities for revisiting the F2F requirement contained within the ACA. 
 
Dr. Slotkin noted that achieving changes to Medicare might be more difficult given the bi-partisan 
support for Medicare. 
 
Moe Auster noted the discussions that Al Cardillo recently had with NYSDOH staff regarding ways the 
State could lessen the burden of the pending Medicaid F2F requirement, including exempting the 
requirement in the context of patients covered through managed care, or through ACO and DSRIP 
arrangement. 
 
Dr. Dooley noted the recent initiative announced by CMS Administrator Slavitt to provide regulatory 
relief for physicians.  It was hoped that among the items to be considered would be the F2F requirement.  
However, it was unclear whether this initiative would be continued given the change in Administration 
and the resulting likely staffing changes at HHS and CMS. 
 
As a result of this fluidity, the group agreed that it might be best to wait until early January to meet again . 
 
ENHANCED COMMUNICATIONS 
Dr. Dooley noted the articles in the MSSNY and HCA newsletters that highlighted the work of the Task 
Force to increase physician-home care collaboration. 
 
There was discussion regarding developing a uniform communication tool between home care and 
physicians.  Dr. Slotkin noted the importance of educating not just physicians, but their staff. 
 
Sandy Merlino suggested that the local Regional Health Information Organizations (RHIOs) are a good 
source of information to better facilitate communication between home care and physicians.  However, it 



was noted that there were a lot of independent smaller practice physicians who do not participate with the 
RHIOs. 
 
Sandy also noted a “virtual visitation” demonstration program at NY-Presbyterian where home care staff 
use I-phones to transmit videos of patients to treating physicians to determine appropriate care for these 
patients.  In some cases, ER physicians can also be notified in case the patient needs to be transferred to 
the hospital.  It was noted that this service is not currently being reimbursed by public or private 
insurance.  
 
Dr. Dooley noted that the priority issue for the MSSNY Quality Committee will be telehealth.  For 
example, it was noted that half of the visits by the Geisenger Health system were being done virtually.   
 
Dr. Slotkin asked about MSSNY’s embracement of telehealth, to which it was noted that MSSNY 
recently conducted a survey to gauge physician involvement in telehealth.  It was also noted that MSSNY 
represents physicians of all practice types, which includes small practice physicians who do not use EHRs 
or telehealth, to large practice physicians and medical staffs which may use very complex technological 
innovations. 
 
Dr. Dooley suggested that there be a follow article to MSSNY’s members regarding the goals and 
activities of this group. 
 
It was discussed that the group should prioritize actions on 2 key issues: 

• Relieving administrative burdens including those related to the Face2Face requirement 
• Enhancing communication between physicians and home care providers. 

 
 
FOLLOW UP 
The group agreed that all the Task Force members would be queried to determine if Friday, January 6 or 
January 13 would be the best day for the next meeting. 
 
The meeting ended at 12:45 PM 
 


