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Representing the MSCE and the 8th District, Doctors Timothy Gabryel, Kelly Bartels and Christine 
Nadolny met with Congressman Chris Collins and his District Director Michael Kracker to discuss the 
outcome of the presidential election. Among the issues discussed was the possibility of repeal and 
delay of the ACA, allowing the sale of health insurance products across state lines, allowing health 
insurance premiums to be fully deducted from tax returns, and the possibility of block grants for 
Medicaid.   
 
The fourth in a series of programs addressing the opiate pain crisis in WNY will be held  
on January 18, 2017 in the offices of the MSCE.  Featured speaker is Doctor Douglas  
Gourlay.  Dr. Gourlay serves as the Director of the Pain and Chemical Dependency  
division of the Wasser Pain Management Centre, Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto.  The  
evening’s program will discuss strategies to managing the “inherited” patient,  
specifically how to manage complicated pharmacology such as opioid and  
benzodiazepine co-prescribing. 
 
The MSCE Health Law Committee will be presenting the first “Breakfast at the Bar” program for 2017.  
Entitled THE LAST LINE OF DEFENSE:  YOUR MEDICAL RECORD, the four hour program will 
provide information on medical record access, denial, retention;  what not to say in the documentation 
and  cybersecurity, followed by a panel discussion on emerging topics in med-mal.   The following is 
the list of speakers:  Gregory T. Miller, Esq. President, Bar Association of Erie County;  Leah Ranke, 
Esq., author of I’ve Got You Covered – the consumer’s guide to health care and insurance;  Jennifer 
Scharf, Esq., General Counsel Erie County Medical Center; Kathleen Sellers, Esq., Vice 
President/Counsel, Charles J. Sellers Agency; Robert Vail, Health Information Security Officer, Erie 
County Medical Center; Ann Victor Lazarus, MS, RN, Vice President of Patient Advocacy, Erie 
County Medical Center.  The event will take place on Saturday, January 21, 2017. 
 
The District would like to congratulate Rose Berkun, MD on her recent election as President of  
The NYS Society of Anesthesiologists.  Currently Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology at the  
Jacobs School of Medicine, she serves as Chair of the MSCE Legislative Committee and  
delegate to MSSNY and the AMA.    She serves as a mentor to women considering  
medicine/surgery as a profession and was instrumental in the establishment of DocHers at the  
Jacobs School of Medicine. 
 
Meetings continue with a marketing group to establish criteria and guidelines that will determine  
the next steps in contract development between the MSCE and the Group.  Thus far the  
discussions have focused on brand research, strategic and concept development as well as the  
development of a media and marketing plan.  Also being discussed are issues related to 
MSCE sole ownership and use of research and documents and plans developed.  Further  
Information will be shared with the MSSNY BOT. 
 
An initial meeting has been set with the administration of a hospital owned medical group to  
discuss group membership.  Currently the group has a membership penetration of approximately 33%.  
Participating at the meeting will be Doctors Bartels, Madejski and Ms. Nadolny.  


