
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Board of Trustees  
Conference Call 

Tuesday evening, August 23, 2016 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

A telephone conference call of the MSSNY Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday night, August 23, 
2016 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Participating from the Board of Trustees were: 
Leah McCormack, MD, Chair 
Mark Fox, MD 
Paul Hamlin, MD 
Robert Hughes, MD 
Sam Unterricht, MD 
 
Also participating were: 
John Ostuni, MD 
Joseph Sellers, MD 
William Latreille, MD 
Malcolm Reid, MD 
Arthur Fougner, MD 
David B. L. Meza, III, MD 
 
Excused were: 
Daniel Young, MD 
Andrew Kleinman, MD 
 
 
Dr. McCormack opened the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation.   She explained that 
the purpose of the call was to provide for a Board vote on a recommendation sent to the Board by 
MSSNY’s Executive Committee which held a telephone conference call the previous week. 
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That recommendation was that MSSNY pay the $20,000 2016 invoice from the Coalition of State 
Medical Societies.   Payment has been outstanding for several months pending the decision that 
MSSNY continue its participation within the Coalition.  Since the Executive Committee agreed that 
MSSNY should continue its participation with the group for at least the duration of 2016, a decision 
as to whether to approve payment for that participation needed to be made. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve payment of the outstanding $20,000 invoice to the 
Coalition of State Medical Societies. 
 
Discussion then ensued as to whether MSSNY should make the payment and continue participation.  
There was expression of the sentiment that MSSNY was not receiving value for the funding of the 
Coalition.   There was some discussion that the Coalition served a significant purpose in countering 
the lack of representation by the AMA specific to solo and small practices.   After continued discussion 
of both sides of this issue, the question was brought back in focus regarding payment of the 2016 
invoice.    It was discussed that MNSSNY had participated for the majority of 2016, and therefore, 
should pay the invoice for the 2016 period.    It was further emphasized that the message to the 
Coalition should be that MSSNY will again evaluate further participation going into 2017 at the 
January 2017 Council meeting. 
 
A note vote was then taken and the resolution was passed, authorizing the payment of the 2016 State 
Coalition invoice.    
 
There being no further business before the Board a vote for concluding the call was taken and 
approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Leah McCormack, MD 
Chair 
 
 
 

 


