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On April 26, 2016 Federal officials indicted Eugene Gosy, MD, a medical society 
member, on 114 counts of conspiracy to distribute controlled substances, unlawful 
distribution of controlled substances, unlawful distribution of buprenorphine and modafinil, 
conspiracy to commit health care fraud.  Approximately 9,500 active patients, some of who 
are on pain pumps and buprenorphine therapy were left without access to  
care.  Approximately 38% of the patient population is covered through NYS Workers 
Compensation.  Erie County Medical Society (MSCE) immediately established a task force 
with representatives of the NYS DOH, OPMC, Workers Compensation, OASAS, county 
health department, hospitals, ACOs, insurers, Hospice to evaluate the crisis and develop 
potential solutions.  Initially, NYS DOH secured a waiver from the NYS WCB to allow non-
compensation certified providers to treat, prescribe and bill for services rendered for 30 
days.  MSCE received assurances from the DOH that providers who prescribe controlled 
substances for the patients of Dr. Gosy will not be under increased scrutiny should their 
usual prescribing pattern suddenly show an increase in the number, dose or nature of 
scripts written.   The MSCE is working with a Catholic Medical Partners pain and addiction 
medicine specialist to develop guidance and tools to assist pcp’s to evaluate and managed 
patients presenting for renewal of pain medications.  With immediate/emergency 
credentialing for two physicians by local insurers, the Clinic was able to establish a legal 
agreement with “The Center of Hospice and Palliative Care”, and liability insurance through 
MLMIC for the physicians, the clinic was reopened on May 16, 2016.  Three physicians 
(Doctors Nancy Nielsen, Robert Milch and Christopher Kerr) are providing oversight to the 
mid-levels who remain in the practice at this time.  This agreement is set to expire August 1, 
2016. 
 During the Annual Meeting of the MSCE the newly installed president, Timothy F. 
Gabryel MD, announced that the Society had put together a packet of information which 
would assist all physicians during this time of crisis.  Over 200 packets were  
distributed, and is now available on the MSCE website, to all physicians in Erie County.  The 
resource includes: 

• Erie County Chemical Dependency Treatment Resource Guide, 
• NYS WCB Board Bulletin/Subject Numbers specific for interim medical care for 

Gosy Pain Clinic Patients, 
• Catholic Medical Partners Resource Guide entitled “Inherited Pain Patients”; 
• May 4, 2016 NYS DOH/OASAS – Resource Listing 
• Template agreements for “Opioid Maintenance Therapy for Non-Cancer/Cancer 

Pain” and “Termination of Controlled Substances Agreement”. 
The task force will continue to meet to determine options for continued patient care 

after August 1st.  One of the goals of the task force is to determine where “centers of 
excellence for pain management” which have multi-disciplinary teams exist; to reach out to 
them to discuss how the center was established, is operated, funded etc.; potentially do site 
visits and determine if a similar center could be established locally.  The task force has 
learned that at least one local foundation is potentially interested in being involved.  An in-



person meeting with Arlene Gonzalez-Sanchez, Commissioner of OASAS is scheduled to 
take place on May 19, 2016. 
 
The MSCE held its’ Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers on May 12, 2016.  .  
Representing MSSNY were Doctor Reid, Rothberg, Mr. Schuh and Ms. Dears.  Keynote 
Speaker was Bill Polian, NFL Analyst for ESPN who presented on “Components of  
Leadership”.  Award recipients included:  

• Jim & Jill Kelly for their establishment of the Hunters Hope Foundation (Community 
Service Award) 

• Resident Award – Adam Ferin, MD and Adam Kawinski, MD 
• Medical Student Award – to the 10 Student Managers of the “Lighthouse Free 

Medical Clinic. 
 
 
Elected to positions of Leadership in the Erie County Medical Society are: 
Timothy F. Gabryel, MD – President 
Willie Underwood, MD – President Elect 
John Gillespie, MD – Vice President/Chair of Health Law Committee 
Kenneth Eckhert III, MD – Secretary/Treasurer 
The following were elected committee chairs: 
 Jason Matuszak, MD – Practice Management 
 Dhiren Shah, MD – Young Physicians 
 John Fudyma, MD – Medical Services 
 Steven Scrivani, MD – Public Health 
Elected for a term of 3 years, to the Ethics Committee: 
 George Danakas, MD, Michael Licata, MD, Carlos Martinez, MD and 

Robert Powalski, MD 
Elected to the Delegation to MSSNY are: 
 Doctors Edward Bartels, Rose Berkun, Gregory Bennett, Elisabeth Dexter,  

Julia Faller, Aravind Herle, Raymond Paolini, Nady Shehata. 
Elected to the Nominating Committee, for a term of 3 years are: 
 Doctors Matthew Bartels, K. Kent Chevli, David Durante, Stanley Pietrak 
 
 
 
 
  


