
 

 

 
 

Fifth District Report to the MSSNY Council Meeting 
January 21, 2016 (Report last updated January 11, 2016) 
 
The Fifth District includes Cayuga, Chenango, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Oneida, 
Onondaga, Oswego, and St. Lawrence counties. 
 
Regarding the hospital outreach project:  Jeffrey S. Sneider, MD provided detailed information 
about the leadership of St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center, which I will forward to MSSNY 
staff.  Corliss A. Varnum, MD provided detailed information about the leadership of Oswego 
Hospital, which I will forward to MSSNY staff as well.  I contacted Carthage Hospital and 
obtained information about the leadership at Carthage Hospital that I forwarded to MSSNY staff.  
Richard A. Beers, MD had volunteered to try to track down more information regarding the VA 
Healthcare Network Upstate New York.  I sent an email to him to follow up.   
 
I plan on attending the upcoming Onondaga County Medical Society (OSMS) Executive Council 
Meeting on January 19, 2016.  Listed below are the Executive Council meeting dates through the 
remainder of 2016. 
  
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 
Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 
 
The annual retreat for the physician leaders in the Fifth and Sixth Districts of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York took place November 20 through November 21, 2015 at the 
Hope Lodge at Greek Peak Mountain Resort in Virgil, New York.   Joseph A. Mannino, MD, 
President of the caucus presided. I proposed five resolutions.  Three of my resolutions were 
supported by the caucus without revision, one was supported by the caucus as amended.  These 
four resolutions will be among several resolutions, as of today at least six, to be forwarded by 
our caucus to the upcoming MSSNY HOD.  My fifth resolution was thought best addressed by a 
MSSNY committee.  Thank you very much to MSSNY’s President Joseph Maldonado, Jr., MD, 
MBA, DipEBHC, Executive Vice President, Phillip Schuh, CPA, and Senior Vice President & 
Chief Legislative Counsel Liz Dears, Esq. for their attendance and invaluable contribution to the 
event. 
 
Jim Coulthart, EVP of the Onondaga County Medical Society (OCMS), reported on recent 
activities of the OCMS.  
 

MATTERS OF NOTE  
ONONDAGA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 

Mid-September 2015 – Early January 2016 
 

• Once again OCMS provided onsite staff coordination for the display, logistics, and 
volunteer staffing arrangements associated with the joint MSSNY and NYS Society of 
Anesthesiologists booth at the NYS Fair, held August 27th – September 7th.   During just 
one four hour period, two of the many MSSNY volunteer physicians performed blood 
pressure checks on 250 people. In addition, hundreds of health related information pieces 
were distributed to the public at the booth.  Hundreds of MSSNY RX Discount Cards 
were distributed along with information on the “Take as Directed’ prescription awareness 
program. 



 

 

• On September 10th OCMS partnered with the local Veterinary Association to promote 
and conduct an informational session on Lyme Disease. The same date, an informational 
program was conducted for interested members on assistance for college planning & 
preparation, places to seek scholarship assistance, and general tips on getting students 
into the right college. 

• Members of OCMS have volunteered to serve on the Onondaga County Health 
Commissioner’s Heroin Task Force to offer advice and physician input on this local 
epidemic.  

• Member Medical Students and Resident members conducted elections for their 
representatives to serve the 2015-2016 term on the OCMS Executive Council. The 
Medical Student is Ben Khechen and the Resident is Dr. Adam Bied.  

• Dr. Richard Beers became 188th OCMS President at the November 12th Annual Meeting 
and Dinner. Officers and other leaders were installed for the 2015-2016 term. The 
Distinguished Service Award was presented to Syracuse area pioneering heart and 
thoracic surgeon, Dr. George Heitzman. Dr. Joyce Garber was recognized as the 2015 
recipient of the Gerald Hoffman Advocacy Award. 

• President Dr. Beers has announced that membership recruitment will be made the main 
priority for his term of office. There will be two major areas of emphasis: Expansion of 
participation within the Upstate Medical University group and recruitment within 
medium and larger medical practices located in the county.  A membership power point 
presentation and general membership recruitment brochure are being developed and will 
be located on the OCMS website for peer to peer recruitment efforts. 

• Planned programs taking place in January and February include: 
-Telemedicine/Telehealth. 
-Medical Student & Physician Mixer. 
-Young physicians’ member and non-member reception. 
-The Annual OCMS Legislative Breakfast and Roundtable Discussion. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Howard Huang, MD, Jefferson County, 5th District Councilor 
 
 


